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Development by Definition
· Few writing faults can cause a more serious communication block between writer and reader than using key terms that can have various meanings 
· In order to avoid such faults, writers often need to take time to define terms – this may require a paragraph or more in an essay, or an "development by definition" may become an organizing principle for an entire essay (e.g. an essay that defines "post-modernism" as presented by the film, Little Big Man)  

· Simple definitions of key terms that are abstract, unusual (especially terms that are crucial to the overall explanation) are necessary because readers may be too limited by their own experiences to understand a writer's use of such terms. The writer has the right to use abstract words – as long as the reader understands how they are being used
Extended definition
· Here I am referring to the use of "definition" as an organizing principle for an essay
· In fact, every 3-page introduction in our writing text, The Act of Writing, is an example of a short essay using "definition" as an organizing principle


· "Development by definition" will rely on the other methods of development like example, classification, comparison and contrast, causes and effects, process  and perhaps even analogy (most essays would not use all these methods at once)
· An sample term on which someone might write an essay: gifted students 
· give examples from their experience, from magazine articles, from scholarly journals

· they could analyze and classify students types and degrees of giftedness (e.g. academic, enriched, gifted)
· they could use comparison and contrast between gifted and non-gifted students 
· showing the causes and effects of giftedness could help explain attitudes towards it

· they could attempt to show a step-by-step process by which an individual becomes recognized as gifted
· they might choose to use an analogy perhaps comparing a gifted student to a unique flower that requires special care and attention
· The use of "definition" depends on (1) the term itself – some are more subject to misunderstanding than others; (2) the function of the term in the essay – no need to devote several paragraphs to a term that serves only a casual purpose; (3) the reader – don't insult the intelligence of the audience by wasting time defining terms that are common knowledge.
